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ACORNS User Manual
[A][C]quisition [O]f [R]estored [N]ative [S]peech

The purpose of the ACORNS software package is to support language revitalization efforts of Native
American tribes. Its name, [AC]quisition [O]f [R]estored [N]ative [S]peech, ceslthis purpose. Also,

as the Acorn is sacred to the tribes of Northern California and Southern Oregon, the name ACORNS is
chosen in honor of the tribes who helped spawn this effort.

ACORNS softvare runs on all major desktop compuiatforms.Lessonsreated by ACORNS will
successfullyexecuteon mobile devices using popular@vser applicationdVe 6 ve al so cr eat
Android and Apple Acorns Gallery mobile application thetintain and execute a gallery of ACORNS
lessonsWe eagerly seek your commeatsdfeedback.

ACORNS isfreeware and cabe used foanynoncommercialegalpurposeand can be installed on as
many computers as you wisle hope that the softwapgovesuseful but provide no guarantees to its
suitability. The author of the origingdrogiam, Dan Harvey from Southern Oregon University, retains
full copyright privilegesBecause of its purpose to support tribal revitalization, we do not want the
software sold for profit. Use of the software implies agreement with these Blgase fedree to
contact the authohérveyd@sou.eduf you have any questions or comments regarding permissible
use.

In the future, we plan to release the source codes. Distribution will then be sulieetrtSource
GNU licensingwhose icensing termaredescribed aHTTP://www.gnu.org/copyleft/gpl.html



mailto:harveyd@sou.edu
http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/gpl.html
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Chapter 1 General Operation

File Edit Window Tools Help
5 s

%

[ |

'ty
W

— —— —

Figure 1-1 ACORNSapplication frame

Clicking the ACORNS icon bringgp aframe like the one ifrigurel-1. Notice that many of theons
on the tool bar are ghosted (faded); this means they are not yet enabled. You can enable most of them
simply by opening or creating an ACORNE&:fi

TheACORNSprogramoperates in ways similar to many popular presentation programs, like Power
Pointfor instance. However, instead of composing slides to be displayed in a Power Point slide show,
we create a file of language lessons to be used atitesly when a student executes them. It is our

hope that this popular interface concept will be inteitwd easy to learn.
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Section 1.1ACORNS icons and menu options

Figurel-2 offers a closer view of the icons wawat the top of the ACORNS frame kigure1-1.

Clicking these icons will trigger one of the more common operations that ACORNS performs. (Less
common operations are tnimund on the tool bar; they can be acedssother ways.) If you rest your
mouse over any of the icons shown, a short description of its impevall appear.

ol BN

Figure 1-2 ACORNS icon toolbar

LT

s

T (i

S,

¥ ACORNS - [AC]quisition [OIf [Rlestored [lative [Slpeec
file Edit Window Tools Help |

LT | New Ctrl+N

U5 Open

1 C\Documents an:
2 C\Docu
3 C\Docu an
4 C:\Documents an
5 C\Documents any
6 C:\Documents any
7 C:\Documents an,

acorns5.0\Ac - 500\ packageFolder\Lessons\familydinner.imx

Can

Figure 1-3 ACORNS dropdown nme

There is an alternate method for executing ACORNS options. At the top of theigrarseries of

menu selectiongigure1-3 shows what happens if you click thée selection: a list o€lickable
options drops down.

Note that the most commonly used optionEigure1-3 have an icon next to éim. Less common
options do not; foexample, look at thBropertiesoption. If all the menu options hatbns, the
ACORNS frame would grow quite cluttered.

In Figurel-3, the menu also indicates Haty, or siortaut, gotions. For example, CtNl means that the
user can trigger thewoptionby typing command (cordti n). In other words, hold down the

control key, tap thé&l key; then release the control kéote: On MAC systems, the shortcut is
command n.)
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Some d the ACORNS options have migte levels ofmenus, as shown Figurel-4. In this case, we
click theEdit menu, then thenove the mouse to tiModify option (edit- modify). This triggers a
secondevel menuwwith further optionsiessorandFonts Any option that has a secotel/el menu
will have a small arrowo its right. Thus,in the example below we can see thatltisertandDelete
options also have secotelvel menus.

LW Window Tools Help
B -~ RS

B Redo ~Y

=Y sound Editor

[r—e—

Insert »
Delete 2

Modify M lesson
Copy Lesson *C
Paste Lesson ™V

Figure 1-4 multi-levelmenu

Note that théJndo, Redq Copy Leson PasteLessonandLessoroptions are ghosted. They require an
active lesson to enable.
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Chapter 2 Work with ACORNS Fits

An ACORNS file is a collection containing one or more language lessons. This chapter describes how
to manage a file of language lessdf@ example, we might want to create a new file; open a file
previously created; close a file after usemodifythe properties associated with a file. This chapter
describes these and other operations in the sections that follow.

Section 2.1 Create ACCRNSfiles

The easiest way to create a new file is to click the leftmost icon at the top of the ACORNSrzaall
Figurel-2). It looks like a blank sheet of paper with the-taght edge folder over. When youai this
icon, your display will show abkigure 2 1.

ra ACORNS - [AC]quisition [O]f [R]estored [N]ative [S]peech. Tl W PO E Y s a2 e S|

File Edit Window Tools Help
0] e o o

Lesson List 0

P

< < 5| »|

ile Cr\Documents and Settingstharveyd\My Documents'acornsFiles\testlessonsacornd5.Inx created
— e

e e e e e ae ae ae e S S W e We ae e e o= = e

Figure 2 1 ACORNS after creating a file

Notice tha the frame has two display areas. The left side will display a list of language lessons. The
right side will show the current lesson. To this point, we've only created the file, so no lessons are
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shown as yet. Now find the two gray arrows just below tloa ibar, between the display areas. If you
should ever want to hide the Lesson List and edpla@lLesson Display, click the arrow pointing to the
left. You can later restore the Lesson List bykitig the arrow pointing to the right.

Section 2.20pen an ACORNSIle

Opening a file means getting it back so you can work on it some more. Asthethqations, there are
several ways to do this. On the tool bar, simply clickQ@penicon, second fronthe left (recallFigure
1-2). This icon shows an opening yellow folder. Alternativ€igure 2 2 provides a display showing
howyou canopen a file through the dregiown menu (filé" open), where you will see the same icon.
You can also use the hkey (controli o or command 0) to open an existing file.

2 ACORNS - [ACIquisition [OIf [Rlestored [Nlative [Slpeech =)
File Edit Window Tools Help |

g New CtrleN
@ Open Ctrl+0
= Cirl+S
FA
G

1 C:\Documents any
2 C:\Documents a
3C\Do
4C\Do
5C:\Do
6C:\Do
7 C:\Documents any

D
D

ty Docu
D
D

g
ty acomsDevel acornsS.0VA - 5.00\packag:
2yd\My Documents\acornsFiles\ModifiedL p -.nx
Settings\harveyd\My Documents\acornsFiles\Archivel essonsthupa\familydinner.Inx

Figure 2 2 File dropdown menu

No matter which of these methods you chooseQOpenoption triggersa dialog where you can browse

for your file. InFigure 2 3, for examplewe see the Mac version. Notice that the buttohebbtom
saysOpen.Using this dalog, if you see your file listed, you can click on it and then chekdpen

button. Otherwise, you clicthe dropdown arrow to shoaist of foldersthat you camavigate through

your system folders to find your ACORNi& s, which hae.Inx (L-N-X) extensios. This navigation

technique is common to most applicationsonwyr system, so we wono6t di sc

There are actlly several additional ways to open a file. (1) If you've worked with a file regently
will be listed on the bottom of tHéle drop-down menu with other recently opened files (tee
battom of Figure 2 2) and the most recéy opened fie appears at the top of the liSimply click the
one you want to opeii2) On Windowsor Macsystems, you can find yoACORNSfiles by
navigatingthroughyour file systemfolders tothe onecontaining your ACORNS filesf you are
looking at the contents of a folder in your directory and you want to open one of thestigeksiimply
doubleclick the one you wanf his will launch the ACORNS program and open the file insiap.
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(3) If the ACORNSapplicationis alreadyrunning you candrag the file from its folder and drop it on
the ACORNS programpplication window(4) Finaly, on MAC systems, you can drag the file over
the ACORNS application icon to launch the applicatiath the file automatically open.

[ Y Acorns — Open File
(& Desktop e
MName | Date Modified

& acorndl.Inx Thursday, December 20, 2007 12:02 PM m

& Acorns Thursday, December 13, 2007 2:42 PM

L AcornsRelease Friday, December 14, 2007 10:09 AM

& animal choice.lnx Wwednesday, December 19, 2007 8:52 PM

.-‘ Avutumn, lnx Thursday, December 20, 2007 3:13 PM

= A
w

File Format: ' Acorn Files I r
" Cancel )

Figure 2- 30pen file dialog

Section 2.3Saveyour work

When you are finished working with an ACORNS file, ardigdically while you're working, you'll
want to save your work. Click either tBaveor Save Ascons a the tool bar. Th&aveicon is a
picture of a cassette (or, ssme will recognize, a diskette). TBave Ascon has a picture of two
diskettes. Otourse you can also trigger these options using the-dimpgn menu options: (filé save)
or (fileT saw as). Alternatively, th8aveoption has a shortcut key (contios or command s). Itis a
good idea to save your work frequently. You wouldn't wtarose everything should there be an
interruption in power.

The difference betweeBaveandSave Ass this:Save Agjives you a chance to select a new file name
andbr file folder (allowing you to locate your file in a different place in yoampute). TheSave

option uses the name and folder previously assigned. Of course, if you've not yet assigiaeaeit
because this is the first time you've saved, you wilidleed to name your file. In other words, when
you save for the first time, there is difference betweeBaveandSave As

If you don't type a name for your file when saving for the fisef ACORNS automatically assigns it;
it picksthe title of theifst lesson in the file. If there are no lessons yet added it willgsens In the
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latter case, it's a good idea to change the defatlierwisejt can mistakenly be replaced when
creating another lessoWwhen naming files, a rule of thumb is to le®ercase letters, keep the names
shot, and avoid using spaces. These conventiolh®€mgure that your file names function no matter
which computer platform you might use in the future. Another goggestion is to save your
ACORNS files consistentlynithe same folder. This will save yoardusion trying to locate your files
when you vant to work with them again.

Figure 2 4 shows the dialog you'll see if you are savingiwoark on a MAC. It might look different
on other pl#orms, like Windows XP. This is becaug will follow your platform's standardNote that
the dialog is very similar to that &igure 2 3 for opening files. The differencs that the button on the
bottom saysaveinstead ofopen

| o N Acorns — Sawve File
Save As: | Autumn.inx
=1 Desktop -
— _ {3t harveyd

0o S0 Users |
2 =4 Macintosh HD | m
&
&
[ AcornsRelease Friday, December 14, 2007 10:09 AM
J
& .
[ X

File Format: | Acorn Files ™™ ]

(_ New Folder | r Cancel -\ ( Save )
i

Figure 2 4 File save dialg

Section 2.4Export afile

Expart your files when you want to format them #chival purposes. ThH&aveoption is not sufficient
for this, because when you save, ACORNS stores your file imt@mal format which external
programs cannot undeaad. However, th&xportoption presergs multimedia, audio, and video in
standard fanats, and saves lesson data in a universally uinderstxtbased XML file. When you
Export ACORNS creates an XMLilé (filename.xml)wherefilenameis the name of youiile. The
ACORNSprogramalso createa folder with the same name (but withamt.xm extension) that
contains all of your audio and pices. Other multimedia applications understand how to access the
files.

Exportmakes it is easy to program extarapplications to work with your lesss. In this way, we
solve one of the historiapblems with linguistics data: in past years, lirggigs programs utilized
proprietary formats that were lost as s@s the program that generated the data was norlonge
supported.
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TheExporticonon the ACORNS toolbatooks like an open book with a redrow pointing out of the
book. You can either clicthe Exporttool bar icon, or click (filé export) from the drnp-down menu.
TheExportdialog, shown irFigure 2 5 (this timewe show the dialogs it displays on Windows
sysems) works much likeSaveandSave Aslt gives youan opportunity to name your file and choose
a folder in which tcstore it.

You alsohavea chance to change youlefs audio and video format all thechoices available on your
systenii but be carefuchoosing from the options provided. While the détfaare compatible with all
major computer platforms, some oétformats offered are ndtor example spxis an aue format
designed specifically for spele. It compresss speech betténan the otheformats, so it is good for
web-page applicationgreatly reducinglownload time. However, it has two disadvantagést, not

all media players can use this formatc@®l, though playback is quite efficigfittakes longer to
encode files in this forat.

Saveln: |[CJLessons "3 | |E] |3 ;EZE‘ZIE:
i ganimals |:] horselesson.inx D lordsprayer.htm Image Types
[ familydinner D horselesson.xml D lordsprayer.inx (®) Default
[ horselesson D index.html D lordsprayer.xmi C ipg
[Jlessonsets1-8 D jars D MediaOnlylessonsets1 ) BMP
[ lordsprayer D lessonsets1-8.htm |:] oldLessonsets1-8.htm| Audio Types | bmp
[y acornSplash.jpg [ lessonsets1-8.jar [ Tools jar ® wav e
[} animals.htm [ 1essonsets1-8.Inx [} webPlayer.jar O aifc L

, ) wbmp
[ animals.inx [} tessonsets1-8.xmi ) gsm

L jpe

[} animals.xmi [ LessonsFillBlanks.jar O spx ) LA
[} animatedacorn.gif [ LessonsHearClick.jar T L
D familydinner.htm D LessonsMultipleChoice.jar O aif () PNG
D familydinner.inx D LessonsPictures.jar © JPEG
[7) familydinner.xmi [ 1ordsprayer.hak ) WBMP
D horselesson.htm D lordsprayer.bk2 O GIF
[« i [ 1] ) gif
File Name: i/t'lashCard's xml
Files of Type: |All Files 1 v

| Ssave | l Cancel

Figure 2 5 Exportfile dialog

Section 2.5 Import a file after export

The Openprocalure will not work for files that you've exported det these back, you need to use the
Import option. Thelmporticon looks like an opebook with a red arrow pointing into the book. You
can either click thémporttool bar icon, or click (file import) from the dropdown menu. A dialog

will appear, leting you browse for your exported filéhis dialog looks much like the one used for
opening files, except that now you will be choosingdiwith the XML extension at the end of their
name After importing a file, you can save it using tBaveoption, @ export it again. Remember: you
use theOpenoptionto work on files that were savedid thedmportoption to work on files that were
expated.
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Section 2.6 Closea file when you are finished

If you are fnished working with a file, use t@losecommandThe Closeicon appears as a red X. You
can also selectlosefrom the dropdownFile menu. Should you forget to save befolesing;
ACORNSwill remind you with an alert message, as showhigure 2 6. If you don't want to keethe
changes made since your last saliek ¢he No button. ClickingYeswill save you work under the
name you've previously assignedlte file. If you clickYesfor a file that doesn't yet have a ngme
ACORNS will assign it the default nanaeorns## (or it will choose the title of the firdesson in the
file). Instead of clickingresin this case, it's a good idea to cliC&ncel;then se theSave Aption.
Once the file is saved, you can againthg close option.

& ™M Acorns — Close File Dialog

1 fUsers /harveyd/Desktop/Autumn._Inx was not saved
&
Do you want to save now?

I"— Cancel -\I Ir No -\ ( Yes }

Figure 2 6 Closefile dialog

Section 2.7ACORNS file propertes

One of the options you can selectifréheFile menu isProperties.When you seledhis option, a
dialog appears as shownHigure 2 7. Here you can indicate the languagevhich your file applies,
the author who createdefile, and a description of the lessanghe file. At present, these data are
optional and for informational purposes orfau can ignee this entry if you wish.

™ T ) (Users/harveyd/Desktop/A...

Language

Author

Description

IffCanceItfl ( DK )
A

Figure 2 7 File properties
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Section 2.8Delete ACORNS files

Occasionally, you might want to remove AGORNSfile from your computerYou can do this by
finding the files in the Operating System fakléAlternatively, you can use the ACORNS menu option
and click (edifi deletei file). A file-chooser dialog will com up, allowing you to select the files you
want to eklete. In fact, you can select any fitet just ACORNS file§ so be careful when youse this
option.

Section 29 Create a web pageor a mobile application

The ACORNSapplication carcreate web pageut of the lessons iypourfiles. Even if younever
uploadyour workto Webserversyou cansave to a Cr thumbdrive and distribute ito students (or
anyone interested), allowing themuse your lessons without requiring them to install ACORNS
softwae. When they open your file, their browser windoiM Vaunch your lessons, just as if your
lessonavere a web site. Of course, you césogost your web pageonline allowing anyone with
Internet access to view them. In either case, this is an exoglgrio publish your worliNote that this
is the wg for you to let students to execute ydessons withoubeing able tanake alterations

TheACORNSapplicationprovides two icon$or creating web pages. The first uses keke Web
Pageicon (%); thesecond uses thdake MobileApplicationicon @). Note that theMake Web Page
icon on your ool barlooks like a spider wekand theMakeMobile Applicationicon looks like a
mobile phoneYou canalsoinvoke either of these optiofidm theACORNSFile menu.

TheMake Web Pageption was thestandardvay to generate web pages in previous versiof
ACORNS. It creatd a Java Applet whichuns on desktop browsers. Unfortunatblgcause of seirity
risks,t o d @opuamobile deviceso longersupport Jaa, so this option iso longer useful. For this
ressn, executing this option automaticathansfers to th&lake MobileApplication progam.

TheMake Mobile Applicatiomption generates &b pages that successfudlyecuteon browsers
installedont o d aopwas mobiledevicesACORNS mobile welpages atomatcally configure
themselves to varyindisplay sizes and recognize when the deviare in portrait (vertical) or
landscape (horizontafhode. Notehoweverthatthere are some differences in how browssdisplay
web-pages and interact with the udeor example, sme browsers require two finggestures to scroll
portions of welbpages, whereas most support single finger touch scrollingativése, therefore, that
you download/install browsers that wdskst for your tribal applications.

Figure 2 8 shows the dialofpr creating a mobile application. Thisatbgallows you tooverride the
title of the webpage. Tlere is also a check box indicating whether audio rexgndi enaled. This
option applies talesktop browsersnd allows students to record and playbadakiithecorded voice to



ACORNS USER MANUAL 15

compare their speectb those of expert speakelyou execute ACORNS lesss within the Android
gallery application, audio recording is @ys enabled.

We do not recommend using this iopt, becausefor security reasong, requresexplicit permission
grantedby users pdesktop browsers will block its executiorhéFe are daft W3C proposals that
under consideratigrsothis restriction s likely to be relaxed in theuturewhen thesg@roposls become
industry-standardand becora widelysupportedFor now, it is a goodlea to go with the default,
which is to keep the audiecording option disabled.

Save in: | | testlessons ﬂ e EE
. acorns =
_B. | alllessons |L0rd's Prayer
. alllessonsTest
. allLessonsio [~ Audio Recording Enabled
! . alllessonszz
. audioLessons
. audicLessensExport
. audioLessonsMNew
L—l . questionsAndMagnets
. questionsAndMagnetsExport
|#| allLessons.html
I "L #| allLessonsTest.html
L0 #| allLessonsicchtml
I #| allLessonszz.html
_ | audiolessons.html
| @I | audiolessonsMNew.html
|| guesticnsAndMagnets.html
|
File name: [llLessons. htrmi] Save
1 Files of type: |Web Page Files j Cancel

Figure 2 8 Mobile webpage creation dialog

The ACORNSmMobile webpage option creates a file faaeh file of lessons (allLesson.html in the
above example) and also a folder (same name, but witheetxtension) with all of the associated
audio and picture congmentsIf you plan to distribute your lessons a CD or post them on the Web,

the file with the.htmlextension and its associatieider go together. Browsers need both the web page

and he folder in the same directory to successfully be able to ext#witesson.

The mobile wekpage option alsoreatesanother file with anacornsextensio.We 6 ve dev el
gallery applicatios for both Android and Apple mobile devic#mtusethe .acansfile. After

installing the mobileapplication, yu can distbutethe .acornsfile by email, store it usin@ cloud-
based service like Drop Box, or stat in a known location on the Web-riai, Drop Box, and
Browser applications each have shareamst which will aitomatically launch thACORNSGallery

ope
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applicaton. For example, using Drdgox, simply touch ta.acansfile, and theACORNSGallery
application automaticall launchedo display he lesson. Email and Browser applications have share
settngs that do the same thinge provide mae information about th&allery applicatios inseparate
documers.

If youdo rt éare to install thACORNS Gllery applicatiors, you can still execute tee lessonsn

mobile devicesWith a USB cable, Android laws you to copy files back and forth to the device, but

this pracess is somewhat complicated, requiring sonwvkedge of the Android file system, and

therdore isbeyond the scope of this documekpple mobile devices are more difficult in that these

dondét all ow you t o e asOftoyrsecyogalyalways postyoubwelcpgesatmad f ¢
tribal sewer ard execute them from within moBrowserprograns.

A summary of tle stepswe jug explainedollow:

1. On your desktop or laptop computereate your lessons using the ACORNS application

2. Click theMake Mobile Applicationicon to create your mobile Wepage By default, ACORNS
will createtwo key files (dessoMName>.html, and <lessonNae.acorns>and a folder
(<lessonName=>in theDocument\corrs folder (or acornsFiles on previous installatiors)
your computerOn Apple Store obtained versions, ACR& will employ a useselectd folder
instead of those indicated abo@icking/touching on the <lessonName>.htnileflaunches the
lesson to execute inBrowser application.

3. Install the ACORNSGallery application on yatAndroid or Applephone or table

4. Distribute the file with theacornsextension using-enail ora cloudbased seice like drop
Box to your mobiledevice.

5. Use the share facility ofmail or Drop Box to displayour ACORNS lessonwithin the
Acorns Gallery applicatian

6. Within theAndroid Acorns Gallery application, touch the save button to stgrerinanently in
thegdlery of ACORNS lessond.he Apple version does this automatically.

There is ondinal considerationwhichis important if your tribe uses custandigenoudonts. Mary
mobile deviceslo not allow you to install custofonts. Furthemore, embedding fasdirectly in a
web-page is damblebecauser s e r s d o n Oltthe forts/iaeallyt, eveniif tinisvéreapossible.
On your desktop (or laptop) computer, ACORNS t@earAcorns directory (within your user
directory),with asubfolder calledFonts. With previousACORNS versionsyou needed to copyour
indigenous TTF font files to this directoryThis is not required in the current versidhenever
ACORNS crates veb-pages, thefonts usedare automatically embedded int@tivebpages that it
credes

Section 2.10 Windows for mul tiple open files
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Sometimes it igonvenient to work on multiple ACORNS files at onEggure 2 9 shows ha the
Windows menu options appear when three files are opem aatne time. The checkank indicates

the active file, with will appear in the Lesson Digylarea. You can switch the active file by clicking
any of the other files listed.

Tools Help

Full Screen
Tabbed View

1 /Users/harveyd /Desktop/Autumn.Inx
2 fUsers/harveyd /acornFiles/sillyshapes.Inx
d’ 3 /Users/harveyd /Desktop/richardSmith/horses.lnx |

Figure 2 9 Windows commands

You can dispdy mutiple open files in several wayBull Screerview is the @fault. It displays your
files one at a time with no tab® switch between files iRull Screen you need to go to the drop
downWindowmenu, showrn Figure 2 9 and cick Full Screen

File Edit Window Tools Help
oo X G o ) [ 6 [ 2] 7|
Lesson List| N Tf /Users/harveyd/Desktop/Autumn.inx /

Lesson 1
Sultiple Choice
dsdd

/Users /harveyd/Desktop/richardSmith/horses.Inx

Q‘ ‘ﬂ Link to Lesson: =<l < 5] 55

Name and Description

Keywords

<<| <] 3] >3] | |
« >

View Changed to Tabbed View V

Figure 2 10 Tabbed view of open files
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Tabbed View(Figure 2 10) works mucHhike the tabs in a web browsplacing each new file on its
own tab within the same windowou activate this view by clicking ofabbed Viewin the
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drop-downmenu The ACORNSprogramshows your tabs in the display area, allaywu to navigate
quickly and easily between them. Jusitk the tab with the name of thiéef you want.The figure
aboveillustrates the tabbed view, where the active lesson is about shagiiee thewhite tab bar at
the top of the Lesson Displayea;the selected file nams highlighted in blue. Meanwhild-igure 2
11 presents the full screen view, where the active file is a lesson about horses.

©00 AC
File Edit Window Tools Help

o [ X @R[ G5 ) o I @ [ 2] ? |
Lesson Lisﬂ N

‘Lesson 1
Bultiple Choice

Keywords

=<| of 2| >>]

File /Users /harveyd/Desktop/richardSmith/horses.Inx Opened Z

Figure 2 11 Full view of operfiles

Section 211 Print and print preview

Often you might want a hardcopy printaf the information comined in a lesson. THerint andPrint
Previewcommands are providdor this purposePrint Preview,shown inFigure 2 12 allows you to
view theinformation before it prints. Note that you can alterzbem by selecting a pezsiage value.
Higher values wildisplay the information in more dgk, but you'll have to scroll to view it all. With
lower values, you can view your page as snmsah #umbnal. The default, shown below, is a 10% size.
To print,simply click thePrint button and then select the printgou want and optionally, a rangé
pages to print. If you want to exit without printing, click tblsebutton.

The icons forPrint and Print Previewshould be familiar, as they are standamdnfiost applications.
ThePrint icon is marked by the imagof a printer. Th@rint Previewicon shows a page beneath a
magnifying glass. These commands can also be found undeitemeenu.Additionally, Print has a
shortcut key (contrdl p or command p).
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® 00
|| @ Print Y| Close [10% =
= [ ] -
u o ™
- = =
- = =

Figure 2 12 Print Preview

20
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Chapter 3 Work with Language Lessons

Once you create a file, the next step is to create a language lesson. There are two mods®af oper
when working with language lessons. The first is Setup Metere you go through ¢hdeps needed

to prepare a lesador execution. The second stepeiecuting that lesson. For thasemfortable with

the Microsoft PowerPoint application, the intéace s simiar. The difference is that instead of creating
a file of slides for a prestaion, we create lessons for teang language. Instead of presenqtia slide
show, we execute language lessons that interact with a student.

Section 3.1Create a language lesson

To create a language lesson, click the tool barvatmthe light bulb. (6u can remember this by the
phrae, A The | i ght bgydulyotavkeightideaabdutbwhahlind af iesson you want to
create.) As described above, you e#so tiggerthis option by going through thiedit menu éditi

inserti lesson) or usinghe hotkey (controli | or comnandi ). In any case, the dialogph shown in
Figure3-1 will appear, and you will be abte enter your Lesson Header data.

ACORNS - Insert New Lesson @

lPlease Make a Selection... l v !

Enter the lesson Title:

Enter the lesson Description:
l‘ |
Enter the lesson Name:

| |

Enter lesson layer names (and type return):
)

0|3t

-
o

Figure 3-1 Create lesson dialog

You are required to make at least twputs at this point. First, click the dr@jown arrows bedk the
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Please Make a Selectidield; then select a lesson type. We'll describe the differences between lesson
types in subsequent aptersACORNSsupports avariety of lesson types; and wgpectthat thislist
will expand as weontinue teenhance the BORNS application.

The second requirediy is the lesson title. You can choose any title you like to identify your lesson.

You're not required to make an entry in thesson Namgeld, butthisis animportantoption Later
you will learn how to bud links between lessons in your file;do this you will need a lesson name.
It's a good idea to choose a short,-arewo-word nane, which you find easy to remember.

TheLesson Descriptiors for informational purposes only. In the future, we maylament search
engine features to locateslsons according to whaiglfield contairs. TheLesson Descriptioallows
you to state théesson's purpose in your own words, ffeam. You may leave ik field blank for now
if you wish.

Every lesson type cdmve up to ten layers and you can idgngifich of these layers with a descriptive
name. Students will see these names when thenlesstutes. Less layers can be used to reflect
particular langage dialect or perhaps, levels of difficulty. You are &¢o use the different layers for
whateve purpose you desirén Section 6.4we describe how you can standardaesrnames, So yo
dondt h avsedescoptionsyepch tinte floe create aessonl f you dondét pl an
layer featureyou can leave the layer name fields blank

When you're done, clickes Your Lesson Header will display in the Lesson kista asshown below
in Figure3-2 which showghe header for a Picture and Sound lesson.

File Edit Window Tools Help
s R PACTRE TFTE SN D9 2] ®
3 4 -
Lesson List ¥

Lesson 1

Name for Lesson Links

Layer Names

Figure 3-2 A created Picture and Sound lesson header

Section 3.2 Edit lesson headerinformation

Even after entering your Lesson Header, you catyeasinge its data if you like. There are two ways
to dothis. The first is through thiedit menu éditi modify i lesson). You'll note that tHeessoroption
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will be active now, not ghosteas it was before (recdfligurel-2). The second method is to click the
LessorList button in the list area, calling upettmenu shown ifigure3-3. Click Modify Lessorto
display the dialog we saw Figure3-1. You can change anything you likecept for the lesson type.
That field cannot & changed.

Alternatively, you can change lesson or layer names by directly typing intexthféelds of the Lesson
List (shown inFigure3-2).

. |

Lesso 5T '
Modify Lesson
Remove Lesson

Lesson 1

Pictures and 5 HEIp
An autumn landsc

Mame and Description
AU TUmn

Keywords

Figure 3-3 Change the lesson header

Section 3.3Navigate between lessans

A single ACORNS file can contain many langedessons. It is important to have an easy way to
switch from one to another. One way tats between lessons is simply to click the desired lesson
from the Lesson List. (You might have to scroll if there more lessons than can fit in the Lesson List
display area.) A second method is to use the navigation buttons shown at the bottobes$dhnelist
area Figure3-4). Note that thec<, <, >, and > buttonsrespectivelyswitch to the first, previous, next,
ard last lessons in the ACORNS file, respectively.

~:~:| ﬂ ﬂ }}|
Figure 3-4 Lesson navigation buttons

A third way to navigate between lessaso use the keyboatdome, Page Down, Page @ndEnd
keysonyour keyboardThese keys work just like the navigation buttons we just described.
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Section 3.4Alter lesson order

If you create a file with lots of lessons, you might want to change ther. éfdr example, ifigure

3-5, you might want Lesso2 to become Lesson 1, and wegsa. Simply move your mouse over
Lesson 2 in the Lesson List, press and drag. A horizontal line will appear marked by ainm &#sorn
middle.Lesson 2 will be isetedwhere this line restwhenyou let up on the mouse.

AT S ESENED S
Lesson L.i.stl :

Lesson 1

Fictures and Socunds
An Autumn Landscape

Name and Description
Autumn

Keywords

Lesson 2

Pictures and Sounds
Blue Hills

Mame and Description
Blue Hills

Keywords

Figure 3-5 An ACORNS file wittwo lessons

Section 3.5Copy and pastelessons

Sometimes, you might watd use the same lesson in more than one ACORNS file. The Copy and
Paste options make this task easyyou do not have to recreate the lesson from scredatopy tle
currently active lesson (the one showing in the ACORNS lesson display area), ydiokcan the edit
drop-downmenu, and then choosepy lessonYou can instead, if you wish, use th®scut key
controli ¢ (or command c), which is stanad acrossnany applications. When you execute this
option, ACORNS copies your lesson teystem wde clipboard. You then are safe to switch to another
file using the Windowdrop-downmenu command¥ou can also paste into the same file if you wish.
Positon to whee you want the lesson to go, and then executpdbt lessoonption. The paste option
is also on the eddrop-downmenu. Alternatively, you can use the shortcut key, contvofor

commandi V), again standard across many applications. ¥sson nowwill be part of the new file.
Note that this copy paste operation is possible when s@e more than one instance of the ACORNS
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application running. You can copy a lesson from one instandgaste it to another.

For some lesson types, you asme the pste option to change the lesson type. For example, you can
copy aMultiple-Choicelessonand then paste it as a Flash Card lesgbis is convenient because you
wonot have wholelesse YWeea it i€podsibleto change the leggen the pate option
will display a dropdown menu, similar to the one showrFigure3-6. Simply, click on the arrow
pointing down and then select the lesson type thatwamni.

ACORHNS - Paste lesson §|

a BCORMS - Pick lesson bype

K | Cancel |

Figure 3-6 PastelLessorntypesélection

Section 3.6 Delete a lesson

Occasionally, you might want temove a lesson from your file. This is easy to do. Just clicki(edit
deletel lesson)Another wayis to click theLesson Lisbutton §hown at the top dfigure3-5) and
select theRemove Lessamption.
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Chapter 4 Recover Lost Data

Occasionally, we might make a mistake and inadvertently make changes to &ofitdemson thaare
incorrect. There are several facilitiesilt into the ACORNS program to help recovearh these kinds
of problems. This chapter descrilibsse procedures.

Section 4.1 Undo and redo

TheUndoandRedocommand have icons on the ACORNS matoolbar. The&Jndocommandhas an
icon with a picture ban arrow pointing to the lefRedohas an ico containing an arrow pointing to
the right. Theseommands can be found on the tool bar, as well as undediteenu. The standard
shortcut keys fothese commands are (contiat or command z) for Undo and (control y or
command y) for Redo.

B~ |

Figure4-1 Undo and redo icons

Undois useful when you decide that a change yooiade was a mistake. Clickingndowill restore

the lesson to the way it was before you made thegeharheRedocommand is useful when, after
clicking Undg, you realize that the change you made wasmissake after all. ClickingRedowill

restore the ltange. Note thdtigure4-1 showsUndoas ghosted, signifgg that there are no changes to
undo. If we clickRedq theUndobutton will activate and thRedobutton will be ghosted.

Section 4.2Recoverdata from b ackup files

When you save a file, the changes can no longesdmered using thedndoandRedooptions.
However, there is still a way to proceed.

When yousave your work, the files saved with alnx extension. (The extension should be typed in
lower case, but note the spelling;N-X.) Each time you perform sulmeent saves, ACORNS
automatically crei@s a copy of your file as it was before you made &wayges. Thus, if you make a
mistake in saving, all is not lost: you can restore the previous mefide earlier version, however,
will be saved with abakextersion. The version older than that wile renamed with a .bk2 extension.
If you need ¢ recower the previously saved files, simply rename.bakfile (or .bk2file), making sure
to use anlnx extension. The process of renaming varies from platformettoph. In Windows for
example, viewhe folder where your file is stored, rigtitick on thefile, and selecRename

Hopefully, if you are careful, you won't have to use this "last reseatufe very often, or at all.
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Chapter 5 Help Facilities

The ACORNS progma includes several resources to hetpuyearn the progranThis chapter
describes these raswes.If these approaches fail, there is a discussion forum at the ACORNS web
site. At that siteyou can post questions or suggestions.

Section 5.1Feedback messges

Themost straight forwarevay toreceive helps the bottom line of the ACORNS applicatiframe.

This area presents confirmation or error messages that indicate whether a commans execute
succasfully or not. Recall that in our discussion about cngad web pageve learned that an err
message will appear here if you choose an inap@tegpwidth or height fotheweb pagehat you are
creating Figure5-1 shows an example of the feedback message dighéier a new lesson is created.
It appears at the bottom of the ACORNS application window.

Figure 5-1 Feedback message

Section 5.2Tooltips

Another help aid appears when you move your mouse over adexifibutton. Most of the time,
ACORNSwill provide a short description of the field or butionquestionThis facility is helpful if
you forget what a particular icon is for.

Section 5.3Cortext-based help

There are specific help buttethat you canlick to obtain a textual description afparticular option.
RecallFigure3-3, for instance. Notice thidelp option in the drogdown menu. Clicking tisi option
gives you a page of instructions regarding how the Lesson List waitkst contextbasedhelps exist
throughout the ACORNS application, and he&me to these ithechapters where they apply.
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Section 5.4Full featured help facility

A fully equipped help facility executes when you click the tool béelp icon, which pictures a yellow
gueston mark. You can also reach this feature by gdingugh the dromlownHelp menu. The

shortcut key for the help facility is function key one (Flf)yfu use a Mac, make sure to click F1 with
thefn key depressedy/hen you execute thdelp command, a @ilog like the one ifrigure5-2 will
display. It works muchike a web browser. Note the foouttons at théop: the two on the left work

like Forward andBackbuttons ofa web browser, allowing you to navigatepreviousy viewedpages.
TheHomebutton returns gu to the overvie page. Thérint button triggers a hardopy printout of

the page on display.

Figure 5-2 Help command

Swbsection5.4.1Table of contents

This help facility has three modes of operation. This section desdnibéisst mode, calledable of
ContentsHere you il see interactre options based on what you would find at the front of a book.

Whenever you se rightfacing arrow next to a line, it signifies that this is a category containing sub
options. To viewthem, simply click the line. The swudptions willdrop-down, and thé'right" arrow

will change to a "down" arrow. If you would like to compress tHe@ations again, simplifying your
table, just click the "down" arrow and watch them disappear. You cae thaik appear and disappear
as many times as yowké&. If a line dos not contain subptions, instead of an arrow, it will show the
image of a notelmk page. Click this line, and information will appear in the display to the right.

For an illustrationnoteFigure5-2. The line entitledntroductionis open, as you can see by the "down"
arrow to its left. Itcontains one subption,Overviewmarked by a page instead of an arrow. Other






































































































































































































